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As part of the Federally sponsored School Prograa 
Advancing Career Education (SPACE) in the schools of Greeneville and 
Greene County, Tennessee, a student interest inventory was conducted 
to aid in assessing a 45 percent dropout rate in the county, A 
25*statement questionnaire (concerning occupational/career interests, 
communication skills, and work attitudes) was administered to 320 
students in one rural elementary school, grades 1-8. A random 
sampling, equally representing all grade levels and both sexes, of 
160 children was used. Some interpretations of the interest inventory 
responses were that girls and boys in grades 1-8 enjoy building 
things, working with their hands, engaging in activities involving 
other people, listening to music, and drawing, A majority o* the 
girls and boys had career aspirations, desired to attend college, 
visualized themselves in a variety of careers, and had positive work 
attitudes* The girls in the study visualized themselves as capable of 
entering previously designated male-oriented careers. Girls also 
showed more enthusiasm about reading and writing, a more positive 
attitude toward arithmetic, and a greater liking for school than 
their male peers. The author offers recommendations based on the 
study that pertain to curriculum, career information, career 
exploration, and teaching activities. (EA) 
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IMU^LST I.Wl-VrORV Ol- lOO RIHUK S'lliniuVrS IN GilM)I:S 1 TIUIOUQI 8 

LVITODUCTION 

Ine ^icltool I'rugram Advaiiciiig Career Ixiucation (SPACE) in nine pilot 
.^ciiools oi" Greenevilic and Greene County, Tennessee was an effort to 
develop a canprehcnsivc prognim in career education. Funded under Title 
111 of the lilcmentary and Secondary bducation Act, the planning pliase 
lasted from Jamary to October, 1975 and involved approximately 3,500 
students in grades 7-12 and 130 administrators and teachers. 

A dropou- rate of 45 percent niade it imperative to find new methods 
for KiotivatiiT^; students to remain in scItooI. Lducators decided tliat inno- 
vations must be introduced into the curriculum. These innovations must 
oe designed to create entliusiasm and interest In learning, thereby stimu- 
lating young people to continue their education. 

Furtiiennore, determining grades where students were likely to become 
disenclianted with sciiool was important. By ascertaining the levels where 
young people found sciiool to be undesirable, intense efforts could be made 
to improve content and instruction at tliat particular point. 

Tiie construction of a comprehensive vocational scliool which was in 
progress offered an additional solution to educational problems encountered 
in the area. Tliis school promised to open new doors for exploring occupa- 
tions aiKi preparing for a variety of careers. However, implementing 
new t>-pes of instruction was considered to be of primary importance. 
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li.torcst liivontory of loO Uural Students in (;railes I Through 8 

11 li-. rkouLiuM 

U' an effect ive career education program is to be developed, the 
interests of studeiits must bv uctennined. Once they are pii^inted, 
instructioh can \>c aeveloped tiat is closely related to these interests. 

OiiliiCllVliS 

llic following objectives were stated for this study: 

1 . To determine tlie interests of students tliat can be related to 
instruction; 

2. lo determine some of the career interests of students at various 
levels; 

3. To determine the levels where the development of comnunication 
skills is considered unenjo>'able; 

4. To determine the levels wiiere students develop disinterest in 
sc1k>o1; and 

5. To determine student attitudes toward work itself. 

IMPORTANCE OF TtUi STUDY 

A 45-percent dropout rate in Greene County impelled educators to 
search for ways to maintain student interest in scliool. Because early 
leavers create an additional burV^n upon ?>ciety due to their inability 
to enter eriployment and become productive citizens, it is essential that 
metiiods be found to keep them in sdiool where they can prepare for careers 
tiiat lead to self -fulfillment. 

By determining tJic areas of interest which students liave at various 
levels, instruction can I t* developed which meets tlicir needs and desires, 
tlus stimulating tiiem to stay in school where their greatest potential 
can be developed. 
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ASSIMTIOXS 

liie foliouing assumptions were made in regard to this study: 

1, Career education offers the best solution to reducing the liigh 
rate of dropout frequently experienced in today's schools. 

2. The dropout rate can be decreased by irmlementing instruction 
closely related to the interests of students. 

SCOPl: AM) LIMITATIONS 
because of the sliort time span, the study was conducted in only one 
of ti)c nine pilot sclwols involved in SPACE. Tliese limitations applied: 

1, Ihe questions in tlie interest inventory may possibly liave been 
interpreted in varicais \^ys by respondents. 

2. Due to the wide range of reading abilities, the questionnaire 
was given orally. In addition, it was kept siji^le and brief to 
eliminate restlessness and lack of concentration upon the part 
of students. 

MERiODOLOGY 

A 25-statement questionnaire was prepared which included itms con- 
cerning activities aroujKl whicii career- related instruction could be 
developed. This instrument also encompassed questions relating to conmuni- 
cation skills, career interests, and attitudes tovard work. The questions 
were designed to cover occupations selected from the 15 occupational 
clusters designate for career education by the U. S. Office of Health, 
JAiUcation, and Welfare. The occi^jations chosen were those which could be 
prepared for and entered within the county. 

Tlic respondents replied aff irmativ^ely or negatively. Frequencies, per- 
centages, and rank were determined. 
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In .lane» li)75» the interest inventory uas administered to the total 
population of ?>Zi} students at l>cl>usk, a rural elaiientary sclwol. 1-rotn 
this group of 320 students, lu questionnaires for the boys of each ^rade 
.uw l»» ^.niestionnaires for the girls of each grade were selected at random. 
In ail, loo questionnaires were used. 

In terests of Girls 

Interest in IwilUing tilings uus indicated by girls at all levels; 
100 percent of the females in grades 4, S, and t) were affirmative about 
tiiis question. A majorit> of the girls also stated interest in working 
with tneir lianas. Activities involving interaction with people were con- 
sidercU desirable by 100 percent of the girls in each grade. The majority 
of females in all grades also stated tiiat listening to music, singing, and 
drawing were of interest. 

Over two-thirds of the females at each level stated tlat they knew 
wlat they uould like to be when they grew up. At least 50 percent or more 
of the females in each grade indicated tliat they wuld like to attend col- 
lege except in grade 0 wliere only 33 percent of the girls were affirmative 
alx)ut college attendance. 

In considering occupations whicn they would like to enter. Table 1 
siiows those which girls selected as most important. 

Interests of Boys 

boys at all levels indicated interest in building things; 100 percent 
of tlie males in grades 3, 4, 0, and 7 were positive about this question. 
Similarly, a majority of the Iwys at all levels were also interested in 
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OCCUIWTIONS llVMKHl) M)ST INU\)RTA\T BY 80 FBIUUS 
IX CRAWIS 1 - 8 


(Iradc 


Percentage 


Otccupation 


i 


100 
100 


^etologist 
iener 


1 


85 
8S 
85 


Truck Driver 
Gardener 
Factory Worker 


.> 


94 


Teacher 


4 




L.O Sine toxog 1 3 1. 


5 


t)7 
67 


Doctor 

Television Station 
Worker 


0 


100 


Doctor 


7 

* 


So 


Store Clerk 


8 


83 


Store Clerk 



V. rking with tiieir iiands. Activities involving people were considered 
desirable by a majority of boys in all grades. Listening to music vas deemed 
a \\orttnvhile pastime by a majority of males at all levels. Ibwever, altliough 
a majority of boys in grades 1, 2, and 5 indicated that singing was of interest, 
less tlian 50 percent of the males in grades 3, 4, 7, and 8 agreed. Drai^riiig 
uas evaluated as uorthwliile by a majority of boys at all levels. 

One-lialf of the males in grade 5 indicated that they held career aspira- 
tions; however, more t)ian two-thirds of tlie boys in other grades stated that 
they liad such aspirations. Over 50 percent of tlie group indicated a desire 
to attend college except those in grades 6 and 7. 
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Interest Inventory of loU Rural Students Ln Grades 1-8 0 
luhle J siiLnw< tliui^c occupations which boys selected as most iinix>rtant, 

TAiiLH 2 

(XrilPATlONS f<ANKED WSi' IMPORTANT BV 80 MALtS 
IN GRADHS 1 - 8 

Grade Percentage Occupation 



1 


8i 


Truck Driver 




85 


Teacher 


3 


100 


Builder 


4 


75 
75 


Truck Driver 
Office Worker 


5 


79 


Truck Driver 
Builder 


6 


71 


Factory Itorker 


7 


67 
67 


Truck Driver 
Builder 
Factory Itorker 


8 


100 


Truck Driver 



C onwunication Skills 

A majority of boys enjoyed reading except in grade 7 where SO percent 
of thwn indicated that they did not enjoy this activity. Second-grade boys 
were most enttoisiastic about reading; 100 percent of than agreed that reading 
ivBs fun. 

Similarly, a majority of girls considered reading pleasurable except 
in grade 6 where 83 percent of than stated that they did not like to read, 
iowever, girls were generally wore favorable toward reading tlian boys. 
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Cifls i uritiiig mrc tlwn boys except in grades 2 and 3; 

second-grade boys were more positive about uritlng tlian their female peers. 
At grade 3, a majority (bO percent) of both groups stated that ivriting 
uas enjoyable. Writing was least enjoyed by girls (07 percent) and boys 
(8 J percent) in grade o. Lighth grade boys (100 percent) stated tliat they 
disliked this activity. 

A majority of the girls enjo>'ed aritlmetic until grade 5 when affir- 
mative response dropped to 17 percent. One-half or more of tlie fenales 
continued to dislike arithmetic through grade 8. 

iioys in grades 2 and b enjoyed aritliraetic the most. Over tliree- 
fourtlis of the males in grades 7 and 8 indicated tliat they disliked this 
subject. 

Interest in iichool 

In grades 1 and 2, almost 100 percent of both girls and boys were 
positive about liking scliool. Itowever, in third grade, ;/ percent of the 
females and bO percent of the males indicated that school vas not enjoyable. 
Interest continued at a low level except when positive response was indi- 
cated by 83 percent of the girls in grade 7 and 85 percent of the boys in 
grade 5. Uighth grade males (100 percent) agreed tliat they did not like 
scb^ol. 

Table 3 sliows the percentage of girls and boys who liked sdiool. 

Attitudes toward Work 

Girls and boys were positive about liking to work at home. In only 
one instance did affirmative response fall below 50 percent; i.e., 
46 percent of first-grade boys stated tliat they liked to work at liome. 
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I; 01' loo 


siuitt-N*rs 


LIKING sami 


IN GR/\I)i:S 1 


- 8 




Crade 


I 




3 


4 


S 


6 


7 


8 




»• 
•1 


0 






% 


1 


% 


% 


Girls 




100 


53 


42 


50 


50 


35 


83 




81 


100 


40 


37 


85 


15 


17 


0 



Uiicn asked if "it is good to i<orK," over 75 percent or more of both 
groups at all levels responded positively. 



CONCLUSIONS 

Tlie following conclusions are based upon an interpretation of the data 
gathered in this study: 

1. Girls and boys in grades 1-8 like to build things, work with 
their Iiands, and engage in activities involving other people. 

2. Girls and boys at the elementary level enjoy listening to njusic 
atid drawing, tiowcver, girls enjoy singing niore tlan boys. 

3. Career aspirations are held b>' a majority of girls and boys at the 
elementary level. 

4. A majority of girls and boys in these grades have a desire to 
attend college. 

5. Girls and boys at the elementary level visualize themselves in 
a variety of careers. 

6. Girls in elementary scliool see themselves as capable of entering 
careers whicli have been previously designated as suitable for males only. 
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7. 'Sirls in thc^o i;radcs are more cntluisiast ic alx)ut reading and 
writir^i tlun Iwys. AltlwugW not generally favorable towird aritlractic, 
i;irL< are t.wre ;«sitive tiwn Iwys ak>ut this subject. 

S. Girls in jjraues 1 - 8 like school more tl>au tneir male peers. 

u. uirls and boys in grades I - 8 itold positive attitudes to\%ard 

Kork. 

lU:ii)M>n:\l)AT10NS 

Tiie folloiving reconBneixlations iuive l)een uiade as a result of tl)is study: 

1. (iareer activities involving the community should be uaplemented 
in ;;r.idos 1 - 8, .\lojierous activities involving manual uork resulting 

in useral creations or products sliould be included in the curriculum. 

2, >Uiny opportunities to listen to various kinds of music and sit)g 
...joald be provided for all students, 

5. lYojects involving art should In? readily available to all girls 
and boys. 

4, Career iiu'onnation and lands-on activities related to careers 
sliuuid be introduced into the curriculum at all levels. Resource persons 
i rem tlie community should be encouraged to cortrilxjte tovard the develop- 
ment and ijnplanentation of these, 

5. Career centers siK>uld be developed in each classroom by the 
teaciier, students, and community members. The centers should be maintained 
by the students under the guidarce of the teacher. A variety of printed 
and auaiovisoal materials related to careers sltould be available to all 
students. 
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0, Students should he motivated to ijnprove attendance and achievement 
by involving them in career activities with conmunity members. An intensive 
effort sliould be nuide to increase interest in school for girls in grades 3-7 
and hoys in grades 3, 4, o, ?, and 8. 

7. Career exploration sliould be planned with guidance from the staff 

of the vocational scliool. All elementary students should have numerous oppor- 
tunities to visit tlie vocational facility and observe occupations in action. 

8. Major onpliasis should be placed upon field trips which provide 
career exploration experiences. Community members sliould be ciKOuraged to 
lead these trips. 

9. Girls sliould liave opportunities to explore careers which have been 
labeled "for men only." 

10. A variety of reading materials should be placed in each career 
center. Special efforts sliould be made to interest seventh grade boys 
in reading. Projects sliould be planned by seventh grade teachers and interested 
community members to stimulate these students to read. Career-related 
materials suitable for a wide range of abilities sliould be provided. Stu- 
dents siould be given a choice in selecting materials which appeal to them. 
This same effort should be made to interest sixth grade girls in reading. 

11. Students sliould liave time and freedom of choice to explore any 
occupational cluster or career tliat interests them. Improvement of communi- 
cation skills sliould be encouraged by reading, discussing, or writing about 
these areas of interest. 

12. Students sliould be motivated to write by introducing career pro- 
jects from which they may clKX)se. Community members may provide the 
ijupetus to involve students in library research about a particular career. 
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.stuJeiits iitiy tjKU uoscril>c their f iiuiiiigs and opiiiioius in vvritii^g. Special 
eftorts slioiiid be made to motivate sixth i»rade girls and boys as v.-ell as 
eighth grade boys in tliis direction. 

13. Class assignments siiould cmpliasize discussion and written reports 
alwut activities and careers which students find of interest, 

14. The t\-i^>es, benefits, and contribution of \%ork tliat students do 

at iwnie and at school should be discussed and used ;*s the basis for v%Titten 
and oral rqjorts. 

15. Tiie principal, teachers, and students should work cooperatively 
with the community to develop an active list of conanunity particiiiants who 
will assist with career activities. 
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IN'lliRILSr INV UNTORY I OR S'lUDHNTS IN Gll\])HS 1 - 8 
(.AUniinistcre?d Orally) 

1. ib you like to liuild tlungs? 

2. i>o you like to uork with >x>ur liands? 
5. 1)0 you like to work with people? 

4. Do you like to listen to music? 

5. i)o you like to siiig? 
0. Uo you like to draw? 
7. ito you like scliool? 
i>. ito you enjoy readiiig? 
9. 1)0 you enjoy writing? 

10. Do you like aritlmetic? 

11. Do you like to work at lK>me? 

12. Do you know wiat you would like to be when >'ou grow up? 

13. Do you uBnt to go to college? 

14. Would \x)u like to be a teacher? 

15. Woulu yvu like to work in an ofiice? 
10. Ubuld >x>u like to be a doctor? 

17. Ivbuld you like to make things in a factory? 

18. Would you like to drive a truck? 

19. Would >-oa like to build a nouse? 

20. Would you like to fix hair? 

21. Would you like to work in a garden? 

22. Would yoa like to be a clerk in a store? 

23. Wbuid you like to work in a television station? 

24. v;buid you like to run a hotel? 

25. Do you think it is good to work? 




